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Gold Ornaments of Xianbei People Reflecting Foreign Cultural Elements

FU Ning
( College of Mongolian Studies of Inner Mongolia University , Huhhot 010021 , China)

Abstract: The moving of the Xianbei people into the Central Plain area had promoted the merging of different ethnic cul-

tures in the region, and at the same time brought Western cultural elements into China. Different ethnic groups from the Eurasia

steppe shared a common custom of making and wearing gold ornaments. The Xianbei also inherited this cultural tradition and

brought forth their own innovative ideas in the creation of gold ornaments. Although most of the gold relics of the Xianbei people

unearthed in the northern parts of China were animal - shaped or of engraved patterns, which were native to northern China, there

were evident variations and developments in ornament patterns that resulted from East — West cultural exchanges.

Key words: Xianbei; gold omaments; foreign cultural elements
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